
Common Core Literacy Ideas
for the Kitchen and Garden Classroom



Daily Poem
Connect to Language Arts (Poetry) and Science (Seasons) 



Daily Poem
Connect to Language Arts (Poetry) and Science (Seasons) 



Foundations of 
Language



● Identifying Letters 
● Sorting Letters into ABC Order
● Identifying Letter Sounds

● Blending Letter Sounds
● Identifying Syllables  

● Vocabulary
● Parts of Speech

Foundations of Language



Alphabetical Seed Packets
Connect to Language Arts (Foundations)



Alphabet Scavenger Hunt
Connect to Language Arts (Foundations)



Blending Sounds with Bird Calls
Connect to Language Arts (Phonics)



Blending Sounds with Bird Calls
Connect to Language Arts (Phonics)



Blending Sounds with Bird Calls
Connect to Language Arts (Phonics)
Consonant Digraphs - two letters that combine to form one single sound

q u a c h u c k



Blending Sounds with Bird Calls
Connect to Language Arts (Phonics)
Vowel Digraphs - two letters that combine to form one single sound

d e e c a w



Scrumptious Syllables
Connect to Language Arts (Syllables)
Syllable - a unit of pronunciation with one vowel sound, with or without 
surrounding consonants.



Scrumptious Syllables
Connect to Language Arts (Syllables)
Syllable - a unit of pronunciation with one vowel sound, with or without 
surrounding consonants.



Hungry Haikus
Connect to Language Arts (Syllables)
Haiku - a type of short form poetry originally from Japan. Traditional Japanese 
haiku consist of a kigo, or seasonal reference. 



Word Walls
Connect to Language Arts (ABC Order)

A word wall is a displayed 
collection of frequently-used 
words or vocabulary, 
sometimes organized by the 
alphabet.



Garden Word Walls
Connect to Language Arts (Vocabulary)

Compost IngredientsA word wall is a displayed 
collection of frequently-used 
words or vocabulary, 
sometimes organized in 
meaningful groups.



Kitchen Word Walls
Connect to Language Arts (Vocabulary)

Vitamin C Vitamin A Vitamin B

Bell Pepper

Tomato

Strawberry

Satsuma

Carrot

Sweet Potato

Cantaloupe

Pumpkin

Broccoli

Kale

Vegetables We EatA word wall is a displayed 
collection of frequently-used 
words or vocabulary, 
sometimes organized in 
meaningful groups.



Kitchen Word Walls
Connect to Language Arts (Vocabulary)

Washing Tools Cutting ToolsA word wall is a displayed 
collection of frequently-used 
words or vocabulary, 
sometimes organized in 
meaningful groups.



Garden Word Walls
Connect to Language Arts (Vocabulary, Parts of Speech)

Garden Nouns
Garden Verbs

To Dig To Rake To Water

A word wall is a displayed 
collection of frequently-used 
words or vocabulary, 
sometimes organized in 
meaningful groups, such as 
parts of speech (or tools and 
tasks).



Kitchen Word Walls
Connect to Language Arts (Vocabulary, Parts of Speech)

Taste Texture

sweet sour salty bitter savory dry crunchy

hot strong tart tangy plain moist crumbly

buttery mild mellow fresh ripe greasy chewy

burnt zesty spicy refreshing fruity crispy juicy

flavorful sharp peppery pickled rich gooey creamy

Tasting AdjectivesA word wall is a displayed 
collection of frequently-used 
words or vocabulary, 
sometimes organized in 
meaningful groups, such as 
parts of speech.



Adjectives to Acrostics
Connect to Language Arts (Parts of Speech)



Playing with Prepositions
Connect to Language Arts (Parts of Speech)



1. Rinse the strawberry in the colander at the sink.

2. Slice the strawberry with the knife on the cutting board.

3. Discard the greens in the compost bag.

Preparing Strawberries
Connect to Language Arts (Sentence Structures)



Foundations of 
Reading



Echo, Choral, Independent Reading



Purple is a grape,
Purple is a plum.
Purple is a turnip top,
And the bruise on my thumb. 

Echo Reading



Your eyes help you see,
Your lungs help you breath.

You have bones short and long,
And your muscles so strong. 

Your brain is where you think,
And your heart keeps the beat.

Eat the colors of the rainbow,
To be healthy head to toe. 

Echo Reading



“He tries every new thing, at least one small bite.
He is brave, adventurous, and always polite.

If he likes what he tasted more than before,
He raises his hand and asks for some more!

Eat up. Eat up, little dinosaur.” 

Echo Reading



As we sit around this table,
Let’s give thanks as we are able,
To all the farmers we’ll someday meet,
That helped grow this food we eat. 

Choral Reading



Group 1
Munch, munch, munch…

Group 2
Decomposition, decomposition,
decomposition, decomposition…

Group 3
Get down, break down;
get down, break down…

Role of Repetition



Role of Repetition



“Add it to the pot. 

Let it all rot,

For compost stew!”

Role of Repetition



Role of Repetition



(to the tune of “Row, Row, Row Your Boat”)

Wash, wash, wash your hands,

Got to get them clean!

Every finger one by one,

And lather in between!

Role of Music and Movement



Role of Music and Movement



 As we sit around this table,

Let’s give thanks as we are able,

To all the farmers we’ll someday meet,

That helped grow this food we eat. 

Using Sign Language



I love that strawberry taste,

I love that strawberry taste,

Out on the farm where the berries are grown, 

The rain came down and the sun it shone,

I love that strawberry taste.

37

Using Sign Language



Love

Strawberry

Taste
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Using Sign Language

Farm

Grow

Rain

Sun



Reading



Reading Fiction/Narrative Stories
Connect to Language Arts (Story Elements)



Reading Fiction/Narrative Stories
Connect to Language Arts (Character Analysis)



Reading Non-Fiction/Informational Texts
Connect to Language Arts (Main Idea and Details)



Reading Non-Fiction/Informational Texts
Connect to Language Arts (Sequencing)



Reading Non-Fiction/Informational Texts
Connect to Language Arts (Vocabulary)



Writing



● Garden how-tos
● Cycle hunts
● Recipes

Step-by-Step Sentences
Connect to Language Arts (Sequencing)



Found Faces
Connect to Language Arts (Narrative Writing)



Found Faces
Connect to Language Arts (Narrative Writing)



It’s a Small World
Connect to Language Arts (Narrative Writing)



Finding the Facts
Connect to Language Arts (Informational Writing)



I liked it! 

I loved it!

It’s delicious!

Delectable!

So appetizing! 

I didn’t care for it.

I don’t like it yet.

It’s not my favorite.

I’ll try it again later.

I may like it prepared 
differently.

Fact or Opinion
Connect to Language Arts (Fact or Opinion)



Persuasive Paragraphs
Connect to Language Arts (Persuasive Writing)



Persuasive Paragraphs
Connect to Language Arts (Persuasive Writing)



Thank a Farmer
Connect to Language Arts (Letter Writing)



Poetry: Simile, Metaphors, Analogy
Connect to Language Arts (Phonics)


