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Sell lnvestigetions

SOIL PROFILE

SURTACE LAYER

TOPSOIL

SUBSOIL

BEDROCK.

SURFACE (AYER" THE UPPER SURFACE THAT IS MISTLY DECOMPUSING PLANT MATERIAL .

“TOPSOIL: AMIXTURE OF DecoMpoSED PLANT MATERIAL AND DECOMPOSED MINERALS (ROCKS).
THIS IS NUERE SEEDS GERMINATE AND PLANTS ROOTS GROW.

S0BS0IL: A LOWER LAYER. OF SOIL NITUOUT MUCH PUANT MNTERIAL OR CIfe-

Beprocks THE ABOVE SOIL TYpES ResT UPON TUE BEDRDK. WUICH 1S LARGELY
COMPOSED OF UNBROKEN, LIARD RoOCK. - 1

[lustrated by Tais Reis: | www.edibleschoolyard.org



THE EDIBLE

SCHOOLYARD

Components of Soil
Sand, Silt,and Clay

Close-up

PoanSicle M3e!
> O OS mm — me

Policle MARs
> 0,002 mm -0, 05 mm

:Panlfcﬂo, N‘be:
<01002. mm

$0005mm i» the W'M%a Duymom .-

60”5 ARE CATEGORIZED BY THER VARIOUS PERCENTAGES OF SAND,SILT, AND CLAY.
NHEN THEY ARE IN ROUGHLY BQUAL PROPORTIONS \S (T CALLED LOAM. LF A soiL

HAS A MAJORITY OF ONE TYPE BUT STILL MAS THE OTUER TWO [T MAY B&
CAULED A ____  LOAM, WHers TUE BLANK. IS FILLED IN NITH TME MAJD-
RITY TYPe. FOR exaMPLE, A SOIL NITH tors OF SAND BUT SOME SILT AND

CLAY WOULD BE cawLen SANDY LoAM.
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